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to the world what Austria-Hungary thinks of Germany, and the retirement of the germanophile Archduke Eugene from the commandment of the Tyrol and Vorarlberg in favour of Baron Konrad von Hotzendorf, former head of the Austro-Hungarian General  Staff,  and  the subsequent recall of General Konrad von Hotzendorf to his old post in the place of General von Schemua, show how Austria-Hungary feels about Italy.   The Tyrol, in spite of the Triple Alliance, has become an arsenal of the national defence, a fortified camp dominating Italy.   The latest Italian enterprise, the Tri-politan Expedition, has produced, among its most certain consequences, an aggravation of the Austro-Italian tension concerning the ultimate destination of the Albanian port of Valona, the hinterland of which is slowly being won over to Austrian sympathies by the steady propaganda of Franciscan monks taking their orders from the Ball-Platz.    In 1904 Signor Tittoni, Italian Foreign Minister, declared in the Chamber that Albania was not in itself of much importance, but that its shores and ports would ensure to their possessors " the uncontested military and naval supremacy   of   the Adriatic." 1   It is this statesman, now Italian ambassador in Paris, who has been notoriously the most assiduous companion of that Russian ambassador, M.  Isvolski, whose dreams of offering an open Dardanelles to his sovereign were wrecked by the premature action of the members of the Triple Alliance in tearing up the Treaty of Berlin before Russia was ready.   When the Tsar and Victor Emmanuel met at Racconigi, accompanied by their Ministers, the Sovereigns laid the foundations of an entente cordiale the principle of which was their common hostility to the realization of German and Austro-Hungarian interests in the Balkans,
1 The Italians have never forgotten that the " Latin Sea/' the Adriatic, was known, in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, as il golfo di Venezia. They dream of a railway from the Adriatic to the Danube (Scutari-Cladova) counterbalancing the line Vienna-Salonica, and placing Italy in direct communication with Servia, Rumania and Russia.